
On August 12, 1885, a group of concerned citizens held their first meeting of what was to become 

Slatington Hose Company 1. This was deemed necessary because there was no other fire companies nor 

organized system of fighting fires in the area. 

A petition to the courts for a charter was presented on September 18 and the application for the charter 

was given on December 2 and confirmed by a decree of court on December3.  

On December 18, the members solicited the council for a suitable place for meetings to be held and for 

the equipment to be stored. The weekly meetings, up to this time were held in the offices of Prof. Frank 

J. Stettler. Professor Stettler was the First President of the Hose Company and he was the principal and 

supervisor of the Slatington public schools as well as the chief burgess of the area. 

Council granted the request for a meeting place and the company then had the use of the council 

chamber in the Armory Hall (old movie theater) for the regular meetings. It was also given permission to 

use a shed on North Street for equipment storage. 

Borough Council also turned over to the Hose Company (January11, 1886) one hose carriage; 1 coupling 

tool; 8 spanners; 4 ladder straps; 6 nozzles; 2 play pipes; and 2 wrenches. This gave the company quite 

an equipment at this time, and adding to its own equipment which included 2 axes, 4 buckets, 6 

lanterns, and 1 duty trumpet, the firemen were now ready for all emergencies.  

There was still an urgent need for fire fighting equipment and council was prevailed upon to purchase 

fire apparatus costing $684.75. Added to this the Hose Company purchased 12 rubber coats and 24 

rubber hats.  

On September 12, 1888, a lot was purchased at the corner of Fourth and Church Streets. The sum of 

$250.00 was paid for this lot. This lot was found to be ideally located for municipal and fire company 

headquarters and council decided to combine and house the two bodies in the same building.  

In June, 1889, work was started on the excavations for the proposed municipal building, and on 

Thursday, November28, 1889,the building was dedicated. It was erected at a cost of approximately 

$5,887.  

The members of council and the members of Hose Company #1, then entered into an agreement as to 

the use of the building and the privileges granted. 

In 1891, council purchased a bell weighing about 1200 pounds. It cost $247. In November, of the same 

year, a new steamer was purchased for $2961.50.  

In 1901 two horses were purchased at a cost of $440.00. For many years thereafter these horses were 

the pride of the company and the citizens of the borough.  

Practically every piece of apparatus was placed directly in charge of the Hose Company and added to 

this, other machinery and equipment, not directly used by the company was placed in charge of the 

firemen. At that time, practically every able-bodied man was interested in the Hose Company, and a fine 

membership was maintained. 


